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N. F. HUGHES—BIOGRAPHY AND BIBLIOGRAPHY

THE articles that make up this Special Paper have been collected together to mark the occasion of
Norman Hughes’s official retirement at the end of September 1985 from many years on the staff of
the Department of Earth Sciences (formerly Geology) in the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. They
have been written by present and former students and associates in recognition of his guidance while
they were engaged in research at the University and subsequently.

Norman was born in Buckinghamshire on 4 August 1918. He was educated at King’s College
School, Wimbledon and Cambridge where he graduated with first class honours in natural sciences.
His studies at the university were, however, interrupted by war service to the extent that he completed
the Natural Sciences Tripos Part I in 1939, but was unable to finish Part IT until 1946/1947.

During the war, Norman served in Field and Survey Regiments of the Royal Artillery in the UK,
North Africa, and Italy, rising to Captain. During 1945 he was an instructor in biology at the Army
Formation College in Perugia (Italy). He maintained military connections after the war by serving
from 1948 until 1970 in the Royal Engineers Specialist Pool of Geologists of the Territorial Army
(later, the Territorial Army and Volunteer Reserve), rising to the rank of Colonel. During this period
he was involved in terrain evaluation, soil mechanics, and exploration for materials in Germany, the
Canadian Arctic, Malaya, and north-east Thailand as well as in the UK. He received both Territorial
and Emergency Reserve Decorations in recognition of this long period of service.

In 1947, while in Cambridge, Norman and his contemporary L. V. Illing shared a Harkness
Scholarship. The same year he was appointed a Lecturer in Geology at Bedford College, London,
where he stayed until 1953. In 1948 he began research on plant cuticles and megaspores from the
English Wealden. This led to his first publication (Hughes 1955) in which the artistic talent of his wife
Pamela is also evident in the attractive and scientifically accurate illustrations of the megaspores
described. It is again manifested here in the form of Norman’s portrait. This shows not the man who,
as is well known, laughs easily, but the more serious person he is most of the time!

Norman’s interests in evolutionary palacobotany were kindled when he was a student in
Cambridge and encouraged by H. Hamshaw Thomas. This led subsequently to his taking over, from
W. T. Gordon, London intercollegiate teaching in that subject. Work on a London University
research degree was aborted, however, when he returned to Cambridge in 1953 as a University
Lecturer in Geology and inherited palacobotanical instruction. He was appointed a Fellow of
Queens’ College in 1962. Among his college commitments have been his service as a Steward
(1963-1972), Acting Junior Bursar (1974-1976), Keeper of the Records (1977-), and Wine Secretary
(1963-). He was awarded an Sc.D. by the University in 1977.

Norman has been an active member of several geological societies and other organizations, both
national and international. He played a major role in helping to establish the Palaeontological
Association during 1955-1957 and in the initiation of publication of the journal Palaeontology. He
was subsequently on Council and Vice-President (two terms: 1957-1959 and 1972-1974), Editor
(1960-1961) and Senior Editor (1962-1972), and has organized two meetings for the society in
Cambridge (1950 and 1971). A Fellow of the Geological Society of London since 1946, he was a
council member from 1956-1959 and served on the Stratigraphic Committee of the society from
1965-1976, being its Secretary from 1969-1972 and Chairman from 1972-1976. He has also been
involved with the running of other British societies from time to time, particularly as a member of the
councils of the Palaeontographical Society (three terms), the Systematics Association and the British
Micropalaeontological Society (one term each). Currently he is an editor of the Earth Sciences Series
published by Cambridge University Press.

On the international scene, Norman has presented papers at many scientific gatherings. He is well
known in the palynological world as a former President of the International Commission for
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2 N. F. HUGHES

Palynology (ICP, 1971-1977; now International Federation of Palynological Societies), its Chairman
for the 4th conference in Lucknow (1976/77), and the organizer of the Sth which was held in
Cambridge in 1980. He has also been involved with several other international bodies including the
International Organization for Palacobotany (IOP), the International Palaeontological Association
(IPA), the Stratigraphy Commission of the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS), the
Stratigraphic Correlations Panel of the Deep Sea Drilling Project (DSDP), and the International
Geological Correlation Project (IGCP); with respect to the last of these, he was a member of Projects
1 and 148 and convenor of 175 (‘Stratigraphic Precision’) from 1981-1983.

Norman’s research interest in Mesozoic miospores (small spores and pollen grains) was aroused
shortly after he was appointed to Cambridge and was further stimulated the following year (1954)
when his first research student, the late Ashley Couper, joined him. As the list of publications that fol-
lows this introduction indicates, he has expended much effort since then on two main themes, both of
which have been supported by a succession of grants from the Natural Environment Research
Council (NERC), particularly for the provision of research assistants. The first concerns the means
by which fossils in general, but miospores in particular, can be used to provide a basis for precise strati-
graphical correlation. In a series of papers dating from the 1960s he has developed ideas on how
palaecontological data should, in his view, be handled. His approach to the identification of selected
English Wealden (Lower Cretaceous) miospores, and an analysis of their stratigraphic distribution,
form the basis of several of these contributions within which he has introduced to the palynological
vocabulary such now-familiar terms as ‘biorecord’ and ‘genusbox’. His methods are applicable to
other fields of palaeontology, as he has been at pains to point out. They have served as a catalyst to
stimulate discussion on the future of palacontological systematics, but they have also been seen as an
attack on well-tried conventional methods of dealing with fossils and have not achieved the
widespread acceptance for which he must have hoped.

His second main line of research, which is on the palaeobiology of angiosperm origins, led to the
publication of a book of that title in 1976. Since then there has been an increased effort on his part, as
well as by other palaeobotanists and palynologists, to find further evidence of early flowering plants
and their precursors. Norman decided to use routinely the scanning electron microscope (SEM) to
search palynomorph assemblages for the small and rare pollen grains that are thought to have
angiospermous characters. Recently this approach to palynological analysis has become standard in
Cambridge for other plant microfossil studies, light microscopy playing a lesser role or being
dispensed with altogether.

Two-thirds of Norman’s former and present students and associates who are still actively engaged
in palaeobotanical and palynological pursuits have provided articles for this Special Paper. Only
Elizabeth Truswell’s co-author (N. G. Marchant) was not at some point under his supervision,
though he too was a research student in Cambridge (Botany School).

Apart from the fact that all of the papers are in the fields of palacobotany and/or palynology there
is no single unifying theme. The taxonomic procedures adopted by several of the authors to deal with
their palynomorphs differ considerably and highlight some of the problems that have occupied
Norman’s time. One of the more controversial aspects of his own recent research and that of some of
his students is evident in the three contributions in which the only photographic illustrations of the
pollen and dinoflagellate cysts considered are scanning electron micrographs. Whether this approach
is beneficial to the discipline of palynological taxonomy is debatable. Jenny Chapman’s paper in
particular demonstrates some of the problems that can arise when reliance is placed solely on
observations made under the SEM. Specific reference to Norman’s methods is made in the majority
of papers, and a longer appraisal is provided by David Smith. I hope that both these and the other
contributions will serve to stimulate discussion and further research, aims that Norman has always
sought to encourage.
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